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Dog owners in Halifax and the Annapolis Valley beeng warned of an outbreak of canine parvovirus,
a disease that can be fatal.

The highly contagious disease affects mainly puppied can be transferred through feces and saliva.

"It just makes them very sick: lethargic, diarrheamiting,” said SPCA spokesperson Judith Gass.
"Oftentimes you lose them, and fairly quickly."

Treatment of the disease can cost close to $1HA0vithout it, 80 per cent of infected puppies wikk«
Even with prompt treatment, however, the virus loarfatal.

The outbreak has been traced to at least two ssiudeet's Unlimited store in Dartmouth and a woman
from Digby known only as Gail, who sells puppiesotigh newspaper ads and on the roadside.

Vaccines offer limited protection

Gass says she doesn't know how many puppies aedf but advises anyone who got a puppy with
the virus in the last six weeks to give them a.call

"We don't want unsuspecting purchasers to be byyupgpies that turn out to be very sick," she said.

"It's not only expensive ... but very disappointioghiem and also distressful for the animals invidlve
as well. So we just want to stop the disease fromaasling."”

Gass is asking the public to take note of roaddatevendors.

"Get a licence number so that we can go back awe the source and make sure that the premises
where the puppies are kept are cleaned up apptelyreo that the disease does not spread,” saisl. Gas

Gass says vaccines will protect older dogs, bupémpies, and certain vulnerable breeds, shots will
offer only limited protectior
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