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In this Issue: Welcome to the third issue of Dog Watch Nova Scotia

Welcome to the third Issue Attached are the results of the questionnairewlaatsent out to all candidates

i participating in the upcoming Regional Council Eiec in the Halifax Regional
SCEVISRORUIROLUEICEN |\ nicipality. The dog owning voting public of tRM would sincerely like to thank
Questionnaires all the individuals who responded to the questimenand took the time to write in — it
really showed that they valued the questions tleaeweing asked, which is important.
Elvis — a very special dog

Dog owners are a large chunk of the voting — arghégying population of the Halifax
Upcoming Court Cases Regional Municipality, and if we want to have accesservices that we think we need
— we either have to stand up as a group — or we twajust sit back and let other groups
take the money and services that should go tortbgrgms we want. It's times like
these — elections — when politicians are actuatghing to us and what we want — so
it's a perfect time for groups like us to standamgl say — we NEED off leash areas, we
NEED to have our Animal Control services fundedgemty so that they have the
resources to properly monitor and service our conitpu Nobody — and certainly non-
dog owners — are going to do it for us. All theygoing to do — is to try and impose
URGERNOIHESVERCI Bl Il (o strictions — which we are surely NOT going toesgwith!

Watch Nova Scotia

Upcoming Dog Events

Other Places to get local dg
politics news

A Clarification from the last issue of Dog WatchwéadScotia when we listed out WHO
BINTRIGEGNESAISSIEERe i Voted for Bylaw A300 — it turns out that there weeeral votes for the bylaw — there
Dog Watch Nova Scotia was a vote when they voted to have cats includéldeimylaw, and there were also a
string of amendments, when it appeared like thegweting for the bylaw — but the
bylaw that we have in place today — was actually gated in at the Regional Council
meeting of June 17, 2008 and became effective 28n2008 — and that vote was NOT
a recorded vote — so we will NEVER know which cdlors voted for and against it. In
order for a vote to be recorded — one of the gjtRegional Councilors has to request it,
and funnily enough — none of the Councilors presétite meeting — wished for this
vote to be recorded.... | wonder why? | contactestlik Television, thinking that |
might be able to figure out the results — but thely keep the videotape for a few
weeks — so it was long gone by the time | calldstory will keep the secret of who
voted for and against Bylaw A300 the final and diéifre time unfortunately. Thank-
you to Councilor Andrew Younger for clearing that u

So on to the results!!
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Results of the HRM Candidates Questionnaires:

Almost 40% of the candidates responded to our igdoethe questionnaire that was sent out — wiicttually pretty good — seeing
as how it was sent out from someone who they hadlytao idea who it was from, and a lot of therdrt like the questions being
asked of them — and really didn’t understand wieyghestions were being asked, and I'm sure — delrgh take them seriously.
And a couple of the people who DID respond — taldhat!

But that was also something we were looking atw Hismissive were the candidates at answering dowos questions? Who
DIDN'T want to answer the questions? Becauseulzas important too, as far as | was concerned -tlzare were a couple people
who stood out there too.

I’'m sure that some incumbents didn’t answer thestjoenaire because they feel fairly certain thatrtbonstituents already know
how they feel and have previously acted on dogeissuso they didn’t need to fill out any questidrabike this — which is too bad,
because we don’t have anything to compare to ttoeimpetitors who did complete the questionnaires.

Quite a few candidates had issues with sportsdfie&ing used as off-leash areas — maybe they arapehat from their
constituents? But that’s an interesting tidbit tie@ questionnaire brought up that hadn’t occutoehe before — it seems logical that
large flat green spaces speckled throughout theidvpatity would be great places for dogs duringtaier pre-determined times of the
day for multi-use areas — if a poop and scoop las being enforced by the relevant authorities.

So down to the nitty-gritty. Everyone thinks thglifax is dog friendly, and almost everyone thiikat in the last 4 years Regional
Council has spent too much time on animal issids!lone wants to put millions of dollars into a kaarew animal shelter, but
everyone thinks that dog owners are a very impbdamographic in our community. They are very @ned about where licensing
money for Animal Control and fines are going - avetht it to go back into Animal Control coffers -chifi there's money left over that
it go to animal issues. | got a few impassione@d@aphs from some candidates - so there are solitieipns out there who feel
pretty strongly about animal issues - so that@&REAT thing as far as I'm concerned!

One really comical comment | got was in relatiomtp question about in-home doggy day
cares — “l have never heard of the idea! Vergredting. This is similar to in home day care
for children? How are they currently run and isrthlicensing involved etc. | do not know if |
would call it essential in the classic sense bok lwhat happened with the hurricanes in the
U.S.A... Pets are people's family.”

Isn’t that a hoot? | guess it shows how we asalegers take the things we use every day for
granted and just assume that non-dog owners uadersur language and facilities! My use of
the term “essential” really riled up the candidatess Some of them really took umbrage with
the term. Those of us who actually use in-homeggatay cares and have the more — how
should we say it “socially special” type dogs wlam't handle the institutional type doggy day
cares really DO consider in-home doggy day careseéfwtial” to the quality of our lives and our dolj#s — which is what | was
inferring — just like a human parent with a speoieds child considers special services for ttigid “essential” — even though not
every child needs that service. But | think | ntighve gone a bit too “deep” with that questionlit Bie question DID get seven
yeses!

Comments made by some of the respondents:

John Stoddard, candidate for district 22 — in respdo the question: do you think that bylaw ABO@s dogs in danger in the HRM?
“Yes and No. It depends on how much the letteheflaw is enforced. Like most things coming outaodincil the language needs to
be clearer. |think everyone agrees that ownees h@be responsible and that dangerous animatktod®e controlled but we can go
too far in our diligence to make HRM livable to.alWes, | think the following part of the Q

!

law needs to be rewritten.” (which is referringhe dangerous dogs section).

Jennifer Watts, who's a candidate in District 1dd lsome great comments at the end of
her submission. She said — ‘
“As someone who is not a dog owner | have leamngreat deal from talking to people o
the doorstep who are dog owners about their coscdrhave grown to appreciate the
importance of the dog owner community as a valuabtéal networking and community
builder in our neighbourhoods. Dog owners provadegular check on parks in our
neighbourhoods, they clean up garbage from ourspankl walkways (not just cleaning up
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after their pets), provide security and presenaaéas that often do not have high traffic (esplyagarly in the morning and later in
the evenings), and they often tend to discuss ¢ighbourhood and issues pertaining to it whichdsud sense of ownership and
commitment to neighbourhood betterment. In sevarabersations with dog owners | have heard atbmulack of clarity of where
owners can let their pets off leash - | would wtrind a neighbourhood solution; for example, &@tional schedule of different
parks on different days for set periods of timehitk it is important to move from a position agéwing dog owners and their dog’s
needs from a restrictive viewpoint to one that askledges the legitimate need for space and consigtend also the valuable
contribution that dog owners play in maintainingl gmomoting an active neighbourhood identity.”

Andrea Hilchie-Pye — also a candidate for Disttiét when answering the question about what the ataraf council should be for
the next four years, and whether it should keefoites completely away from animal issues — séies and no. Our city is faced
with significant challenges which we need to adsl(gsfordable housing, homelessness populatiomrigrgsour communities are
safe, improving our transportation infrastructete). These must be paramount in how council spgadsergy.”

Mary Wile, incumbent for District 10 - said sometyiinteresting regarding the trap neuter and rgtoograms — she thought that
they were a good idea and should be sponsoredebsitih— but they should be funded through thenléteg of cats.

Krista Snow, incumbent for District 2 had a reagtod idea regarding getting extra income for Anialvices. She said: “I have
brought to Council a number of times that we shdngdiring or contracting people to enforce theaten by-law for dogs that is in
place now. That alone would accumulate a huge sumpaey that would go towards programs to benefitnals.” Now THAT is a
great idea, | think. Spend a little money, to maket of money — and then the dogs are licensethat if they decide to go for a
“walk-about” — they can get a free ride home — bseaAnimal Control knows where they live, thus tirepa win-win for the owner
—the FIRST time, anyway.

Doug Poulton from District 23 said — “I'm a dog émas well, and they add so much to a person’sRiésponsible dog lovers, should
take offense to the way some dogs are treatedamed ¢or by some individuals and something shoalgplen to them. | do
sympathize with the people who complain about tlessas our friends leave behind and do think fidsré€sponsibility of the owner
to clean up after them. | couldn't get at your ¢joesaire on my computer so | hope this will teduywhere I'm coming from. Living
in the rural area of H.R.M. gives us the secufigttour well being is protected by a loved one, whly asks for love and attention in
return. Hope this answers your concern from mypeztve”

Andrew Younger — who was acclaimed in his distrietas very generous with his time on the questivanhae gave really detailed
answers. There’s probably been no other regiomahailor in the last 4 years who’s championed thg chuse more than him — so
it’d make sense that he’'d have the most to sayu &m check out his answers on the pdf file -dume his notes will answer
questions that a lot of people will have about sofe issues that they've been asking as proseCouncilors have been coming
to their doors.

The answers to the questions in their entiretyoatime in a spreadsheettdtp://dogkisser.ca/questionnaire_answers.pdf

Elvis — A very special dog
This is a photo of a cocker spaniel named Elvig!shbeen living over at the Dartmouth Metro shédter
SPCA for a LONG time. He was part of the origi@altic Pets seizure back in February and took quite
a while to get healthy, and then was returned dumtfault of his own — so he’s had a very harddkno
life and deserves a soft bed in a warm home thadg¢rstands that his ears need special attentiohiand
eyes are sore, and he just wants to live out his déth the amazing unconditional love that he $thou
have been getting his whole life — but has beetingafor — very patiently until YOU'VE come along.
He’s waiting for you over at 5 Scarfe Court in Daouth currently — and you can email themat— &+
metrospca@ns.aliantzinc.ca and you can see tosnation at s
http://www.petfinder.com/petnote/displaypet.cgife1 2063738 — and you can also go visit him. But
I'm sure he’d tell you if he could that he’'d ratheu go and get him sooner, rather than later.

Upcoming Court Cases

Zonda Maclsaac — was back in court September 23rd, 2008 to tiearesults of a psychiatric assessment to seehahshe was
mentally fit to stand trial. Neither she, her laryor the crown attorney were in court — everysemt representatives to appear for
them. It would seem that Zonda did NOT have a alartndition that precluded her from criminal resgibility for the criminal
charges that she was being faced with — becauseahgiven a court date of November 24th, 200&¢e farraignment on her 4
charges under the criminal code and the animaltgraet. And it MUST be noted that not ONE newsragy that we could find
(except for the very diligent radio station HawKkL1fi Cape Breton) carried the court proceedingSeptember 23rd.
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Alice Maclsaacis due back in court December 4th, 2008 — shenandiaughter Zonda are both charged under the ArGneelty
Act as well as the Criminal code for neglect tonaaiis and willfully causing pain to an animal.

Gail Benoit and Dana Bailey— were in court on June 26th and 27th on charfjeeglect after the NS SPCA seized 10 puppies last
fall — their trial resumes October 24th, 2008

Noemi Chapman and her husband- are due back in court November 28th, 2008 feir tinial on failure to provide adequate care to
4 dogs under the prevention of cruelty to animats-ahey run a puppy mill in Kilburn, New Brunswiwith over 200 breeding dogs.
Sharon Orr — is due in court on December 4th after more #taanimals were seized from her property near 8&worner last
October 12th, 2007 — chickens, goats, rabbits 2apdrder collies were seized from her property stmelis charged with neglect and
abandonment.

Upcoming Dog Events

Bide-a-wile is hosting “Bowling for Critters 2008h October 25, 2008 — at the Fairlanes Bowling YAlethe Halifax
Shopping Centre — you can get more informatiorttat/fbideawhile.org/events/bowling.php

» SPCA Paws for A Cause — November 1st — 6-11pmeuanget 3 course meal and an auction run by NeMHBeKay - $75

per ticket — for more information you can go tdtpti/spcans.ca/

« There is going to be a demonstration against Getilodi and Dana Bailey on Saturday Octobét, PD08 in Digby Nova

Scotia — there is a Facebook group that has alin880 members at

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=20025043*4fedicated to talking about how to shut down Baihoit, and

they're meeting up at the Waterfront by Cannondagfole in Digby at 1pm. If you can make it theri#’s sure to be

an interesting afternoon!

Other Places to find out about local dog politics

NS SPCA Newsletter - http://spcans.ca/whats_newKridml|

Cape Breton SPCA Newsletter - http://www.capebrgboa.com/newsletter.html
Granny’s Journal - http://grannysstory.blogspot.tom

Me and my Dogs in Halifax, Nova Scotia - http://8@ger.blogspot.com/

In the Next Issues of Dog Watch Nova Scotia

Is it a miracle? We're going to talk about the rétbbf the Nova Scotia Society of the PreventioiCafelty
to Animals! We’'re going to fill you in!

Download past issues of the Dog Watch Nova Scoti@WNsletter at: http://dogkisser.ca/dwns past issudgml

If you have a story or a story idea you'd like to sbmit to Dog Watch Nova Scotia — email me at doglkéer@gmail.com— as
well, if you have any feedback — we'd love to hedrom you!
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